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Law enforcement officers in Eastern Tennessee at “roundup,” where several racist incidents have been videotapeT 



Kacist posters, such as this one, 



aiiu i -sun o nci c i 



suggestion that he was motivated by 
anger with the ATF when he attended 
this May’s gathering, posing as an Al- 
abama police officer. 

“I wasn’t even thinking about Waco 
when I went in there,’’ Randall said in 
a telephone interview. “1 thought I 
would expose it because they keep 
saying militias are racist. We’re 10 
percent black. I wanted to expose who 
was racist first.” 

Rightmyer said the roundup actual- 
ly began as kind of an office party for 
agents in the Knoxville office in 1980. 
He chose a beautiful site on the banks 
of the Ocoee River, a popular East 



Tennessee tourist spot where the 
Olympics whitewater canoeing com- 
petition will be held in 1996. 

Within a few years, the event had 
ballooned to more than 300 people, 
with only a small fraction from ATF 
and other Treasury Department agen- 
cies. 

Rightmyer said he began renting a 
private campsite and began charging 
$100 a person for those who wanted 
to raft. The price tag included a cap, 
T-shirt, standard meals of seafood 
gumbo and rib-eye steaks and "all the 
beer you could drink,” he said. 

Giving an interview today in a 
downtown Knoxville law office, about 
30 miles from his home, Rightmyer, 
53, described a boisterous annual par- 
ty that involved volleyball matches of 
overweight law enforcement officials, . 
baseball caps emblazoned with the let- 
ters MOB (for Mean Old Bastards), 
beer-drinking competitions and skits 
involving nominations for “Redneck of 
the Year.” 

Only once,- he said, did the skit go 
over the line, with one person wearing 
a white sheet like the Ku Klux Klan 
leading around someone else in black 
face. 

“It was in bad taste and in poor hu- 
mor,” he said. “If my memory serves 
me right, it was their first year there 
and they were trying to impress peo- 
ple. And they were not impressing.” 

Staff writer Ruben Castaneda 
contributed to this report. 



